C OL O URS

HE| Gt YYEINS st e

ysia | si | usa




Born in 1968 is from Kuala Lumpur. He graduated from the Satio
Academy of Graphic Design 1992 and started self-training in fine
art. He has his first solo exhibition “Vibrancy-1st Solo Exhibition” in
2011. His paintings have been exhibited in numerous group
exhibitions organised by museums and art galleries, including
Klang Art Centre, Penang State Art Gallery, Daiichi Modern Art
Gallery and La Galerie Du Monde. He also has participated in some
important group exhibitions: The Philips Morris Group of Malaysia
Award at National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, "World Of Imagination
Vol.2" at APW Gallery, Long Island City, USA, and "Malaysian
Chinese Art Exhibition In Conjuntion with commemorate the 35th

Anniversary Malaysia-China diplomatic ties"
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ased in Selangon 49-year-
ol artist Kirm Cheang
paints stunning abstract
artwiarks with cultural elemients imeeivid
cotpaur. After praduating from Saito
Acadermy in 1992 erlinued hnnlrr,.
hits craf by learning fros
artists, Today, he has success
feund and estaklished his own sdentity
as an arkist 1hrnughhi5 unigque arteenrk
that perfecily ernbodies the rich
coleurs and culture of Malaysia

Kirn Cheang sasd he is always
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customs. lin multi-racial =
thera it s much natural lan
cultune in aur surrowrdings.
e cultural elerments in iy

is -'un.'rlngs are abstract, at first
plamce you might not see the
subject matter. Howevar, if you leok
fully, you cam see the cutlines
the flusd scenes and what they
really depict

Using rowph textures and dynamic
combinations af ealour with ails. Kim
Cheong applies Both gentle and
strong strokes into the painting,
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He said. “Parsonally, | get most of
my Ideas and concepts through
sketching randomly to capture the
composition, strokes. colours, and
the culture elements. In my labest
Cultural Exuberance series, you can
soe that the use of abstract Figure
subjects focuses on wau, gasing.
traditional dances. drums. children
playing games such as Hying paper
airplanes, instruments, and textiles
ta highlight Malaysian elements!

In his latest series, sorme of the wosks
are Inspired by E

cultural elemen

in the form of pu

drumrmers. warriar dancers, and
thixir instivments. He explained, 71
syrmbolize the round-shaped drum
A% an amals pamation e sim and
mezon, the sun is harder while the
meon 15 2ol as sometimes when
wau bang & drar it is hard, snd
other times s seft. | captured the

mavemants by my

, averlapping

t forming

unity Based on the ten between
the balance of colour. shape, texture,
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surface, and depth. [ drew figures in
thair fimery and executed their
5 in Both gentle and

] . drawieng the force of
the actions of drummiers and warnior
dancers. | try o communicate these
issues of identity of a multiceliural
cauniry with the understanding and
respectful harmony of races and
cultures”

His waorks are also fetwsed on
amotions and mo enils. For the
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1 papular traditicnal
the East Caast
Malaysia “l captuned the movement
of the kites in abstract form
overlapping each other and apply
strong and gentle strokes moving
arross the surface. and texture mixed
warth wibrant colour. The kites ane
a syrbol of having high
evated vision, Man
s had an inherent wish to fly
high in he and reach the sky, so
this wauld have surely made him
irvent the kate that can touch the sky
on his behalf. giving him the
satisfaction that he indeed touched

oy 4k high as he likes. The Red
Sun behind awverl # the kite in
this painting s leses the light’ and
hape o achieyve our goal in sucoess”

Kirm Chb:q'\-_g emphasized, 7l intend
to share messages of spirit of vnity,
oy, strength, courage. harrmany. and
easergy through my waork. which to
mie_is the e of our

For mare informaltion an the artist and
s padntings. please e-mail sharuneg
tegmiedia,my.
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E 9019 Culture Diversity by Voon Kim Cheong, Sofitel Kuala Lumpur
H 2018 Culture Exuberance by Voon Kim Cheong, GS Artcade Fine Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

I 2011 Vibrancy, Artsense Creative, Selangor
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E 2021 Aesthetic Vibes - Tony Ng & Voon Kim Cheong Duo Exhibition, Art WeMe Contemporary Gallery, Kuala Lumpur
® 2018 Art Expo Malaysia, Matrade Exhibition & Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur

H 2018 Multi-Racial Malaysia Art Exhibition, Penang State Art Gallery, Penang

I 2018 Journey In Art 28, North Kedah Art Society, Star City Hotel, Kedah

B 2018 Blossoms - Malaysian Art Groups, City Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

Il 2017 Malaysia China Art Exhibition - Penang Art Society 64th Annual Exhibition, One East Museum

T 2016 Wildlife In Art, Wildlife Art Society Singapore, Ngee Ann Cultural Centre, Singapore

| 2016 Art In Touch - Invitation Art Show, Artsense Creative, Selangor

H 201z 1221 Contemporary Art Show, Artsense Creative, Selangor

N 2013 2Men Creative Art Journey: Lam Le Siang & Voon Kim Cheong, Island Gallery, Penang

S 2012 Canvas Arts: Lam Le Siang & Voon Kim Cheong, The Alliance Francaise de Kuala Lumpur, Kuala Lumpur
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Lam's Down Memory Lane serles (from left): One can almost hear the whirr of the sewing maching
a5 the woman works: washing clothes the old-fashioned way: break time under bloe skies,

Life, revived

Two artists explore how far vivid splashes of colour can

carry them in life and art.

By ROUWEN LIN
star2g@thestar.com.my

WOMAN with a Nower in her hair M-
Ate:‘s her fan, a temporary respite from

the hot weather, before she starts on
her housekeeping chores. Clothes have to be
washed, ironed and sewn to size.

Somewhere outdoors, children run care-
free with their spinning tops and kites, A cat
meows, and further away on the waters, a
drummer faces the paddlers and beats on his
drum at one end of the long boat.

There is a comforting sense of familiarity
hanging on the walls of ArtSense Creative
in Petaling Jaya, Selangor, where | met with
artists Lam Le Siang and Voon Kim Cheong
to talk about their upcoming Canvas Arfs
Contemporary Art Exhibition,

Comprising around 30 art works, this show
is the first collaboration between the two
men.

Lam's paintings, inspired by his childhood
memaories, are firmly set in the past, but Voon
- who opts for a more abstract style - creates
paintings of sweeping colours that transcend
time. Their oil works, although rather differ-
ent in style and technique, incorporate ele
ments of Malaysian culture.

“This similarity was what struck me when
| first saw Voon's works,”™ says Lam, who then
raised the suggestion of working together.

Ask, and it shall be done - after lots of hard

work, of course, All the pieces for this display,
from Lam's Down Memory Lane series and
Voon's Vibrancy series, are new creations.

Voon's art works are, in his own words, all
about movement, motion and energy.

“My paintings are dynamic, vibrant, never
static. They show the spirit of teamwork, the
joyful moments a child spends playing ball,
fying kites, playing with the gasing (top) and
paper planes, and the collaborative effort and
energy in dragon boat races,” he says,

His paintings are composed mainly of rich
colours and vigorously curved lines that, even
in their solid and textured state, manage to
appear agile and rhythmic. Most of his works
for this exhibition will feature figures, and he
makes use of straight, ngid lines, sparingly,
for balance and form.

Lam, however, adopts a different approach.

Growing up in Batu Pahat, Johor, in the
19505 and 1960z, life was very different from
what we know today, he recalls. Drawing
inspiration from his childhood days, Down
Memory Lane transports the viewer back in
time to a simpler life in a small town, with
a close-knit community and lush greenery,

a stark contrast to the hectic city life and
concrete buildings that many pecple are now
accustomed to,

“I'm inspired by the things | remember

from my childhood, the simple life of the past,

when everything was still pure. Kampung life
was so good back then. | could run around

In his series entitled Vibrancy, Voon Kim

Cheong uses rich, bold colours, sweeping
strokes and curved lines to create a sense
of movement and enengy.

and play football and go to any neighbour’s
house to drink and eat.

“Nowadays, things are different. These
memonies and reflections on the past were
what prompted me to create art works
with this message,” says Lam, 62, who has
been a full-time artist for more than 10

ars.

His current theme of choice gives him
plenty of room to play.

“1 love this series, it is very broad. You
can go far, far away and you can explore
many things with this theme, and that is
what [ plan to do,” he adds.

Despite his art being rooted in history,
he takes some liberty with the detailing
of his subjects, lending a contemporary twist
to images steeped in days long past.

“I've made the clothes on the woman a
bit more modern, but net too much. | have
simplified the sewing machine, and although
you shouldn't expect every single detail to be
included, | have retained enough so that the
persen looking at the painting knows that it is
an old machine.

“My art is contemporary; you will have no
issues identifying the objects in the paintings,
but it is not meant to be a realistic portrayal,”
he explains.

While Lam's nostalgic works hark back to
the past. Voon, who is 44 years old, does not
impose a time stamp on his.

“What | paint could be something that had
happened in the past, is happening in the
present, or may happen in the future,” he
Says.

In this piege from
his Vibrancy series,
Vioon captures a
flurry of mation
and urgency in his
depiction of
dragonboat racing.

Bright, swirling
colours depacting
energetic children
hard at play, an
everyday scene
frozen in time.

Whether it is fast and furious dragon boat
races, traditional music instruments, soaring
paper planes or a child chasing after a ball, it
is timeless simplicity - no doubt with a lot
of liveliness and vitality - that he seems to
strive for.

“At the end, what's most important is to
draw what you like. Choose something you
are passionate about.” advises Voon. It might
seem like a no-brainer, but it is a path that is
apparently easy to stray from.

“Through my works, aside from a sense of
motion and energy, | also try to capture the
spirit of unity, teamwork, and a harmonious
life.” he says.

Now, more than ever before, perhaps this is
something all of us could have more of.

B Canvas Arts Contemparary Art Exhibition

will be on at Alliance Francaise de Kuala

Lumpur, 15, Lorong Gumney, KL from Aug 25

(opening at 2.30pm ) to Sept 1. Viewing from

Monday to Saturday, 9.30am to 8pm. For
more information, visit alliancefrancaise.
org.my or call 03-2694 7880,

Lam Le Siang
holding up one
of his
paintings.
“I'm inspired
by the things
| resmemiber
from my
childhood.
Kampung life
was 50 good
back then,"
he says.

Strokes of cultural
exuberance

Artist hopes to share message of joy
and harmony through solo exhibition

By BRENDA CH'NG
brenda@thestar.com.my

SOAK up the colourful Malaysian culture
and tradition through the eyes of local con-
temporary artist Voon Kim Cheong, who has
been passianately working on his abstract
masterpieces since 2013,

With a total of 36 pieces on display for his
upcoming solo exhibition titled *Cultural
Exuberance®, Voon, 50, hopes to captivate
visitors with his lively paintings.

His exhibition will be on from Nov & to 22,
with the opening ceremony scheduled
for 6pm on the first day at GS Artcade
Fine Art Gallery along Jalan Gasing, Petaling
Jaya.

1J'rlj::irq; only dynamic colours, Voon's paint-
ings are of lively traditienal dances, various
drum performances, dragon boat racing,
waii, paper planes and deers,

“If you lpok at my paintings you can see
that the fgures look like they are moving
and dancing on the canvas,” said Voon, who
has been painting since 1991,

Voon explained that his technigque
involved the use of overlapping cultural ele-
ments by infusing certain cultural parerns
and design into his painting. F

It isn’t really obvious but if look at it close-
Iy, the elements in the painting will pop and
tell a story about the origins and what is
happening.

At first glance, the paintings might just be
an energetic piece with bold colours but
rake a step back and slowly take in every
shape and design. I -

Look closely and see the outlines of imag-
es telling a Malaysian cultural story with
precise tlick of Voon's various brushstrokes.

Like in one of his paintings called “The
Rhythm of Life", he was able to capture
three culiures playing various drums all in
one frame. 1

On the left is a performer playing the
Chinese drums, on the right is another per-

One of Voon's wau-inspired paintings.

Art 15

ing is that he does not paint the people with
facial features or expressions,

However, his brush strokes and incorpo-
ration of designs from the various cultures
are enough to portray the mood and of the
performer and origins of the painting.

“Personally, I like to develop ideas and
concepts through random sketching to cap-
ture the composition, strokes, form and col
our before proceeding to canvas.

“I prefer o have visual plains and geomet-

ric shapes intersecting and overlapping to

paper planes, which
harkens back toa
simpler childhood, will
also be on display at
the solp exhibition.

create a sense of visual distance and depth,”
he said.

Voon hopes to share his message of joy,
strength, courage, harmeny and the spirit of
unity through this solo exhibition, which to
him, captures the very essence of the
Malaysian culture

All his paintings will be on sale during the
exhibition.

The gallery is open from Mondays to
Saturdays from 9am to Tpm and closed on
Sundays amd public holidays.

former with the kompang while in the
center is a performer playing what resem-
bles the dhalak, an Indian folk musical |
Instriment.

1 have always been very fascinated and
inspired by the rich Malaysian culture and
one day, 1 thought to myself, why not use it
o create paintings,” said Yoon, whose paint-
ings are all done with oil on canvas.

Using specific movement of strokes in his
paintings, he is able to tell the story of how
each performer moves or feels, by using
both gentle and strang strokes of the brush.

He also splattered some paint onto the
canvas (o give it a more three dimensional
effect.

Another of his favourites is called “Fly To
Success”, which portrays a childhood where
the children are still playing with paper
planes in the open field rather then holding
electronic gadgets at home.

“We rarely see children gathering o play
with paper planes anymore and this used to
be what children play in most culturds
growing up,” he said.

Voon added that he loved recreating imag-
es of performances he had seen, even the
cultural ones from Sabah and Sarawak
which had a lot of cultural designs for him
to incorporate into his paintings.

In another of his paintings titled
“Drummers and Warriors Dance”, he paint-
ed a Sarawak warrior in costume alongside
two other drummers, also in costume.

A bright red sun in the background cap-
tures the ene drum performance and
the loudness of the music.

The interesting thing about Voon's paint-

=

@)
_|
>
S
<
rm
_|
s
O
T
)
Q
®

=
O
O
0
—t
@)
o
Q)
I

i
A=
Ny
=

=







"If you look at my paintings, you can see that figures look like they are moving

and dancing on the canvas."

Voon Kim Cheong
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Swift As Deers, 61 x 61cm, oil on jute, 2020
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A pair of auspicious deer surrounded by good fortune and
prosperity symbols tend to attract wealth and longevity
vibrations. Voon features dynamic movements of deers, so
they look like carrying full of energy and moving fast with their
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strong bodies.
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Perseverance, 61 x 61cm, oil on jute, 2020

Koi are often admired for their endurance and perseverance in the face of
adversity, as seen inthe koi fish leaping over waterfall. Swimming koi represent
advancement and determination. Fish in general symbolise wealth and surplus,
and the Chinese believe koi particularly represent good fortune in business and
academics. Buddhists on the other hand see koi as representations of courage.
Together in a koi pond, they represent love and friendship.
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“ Voon has a deep sense of vision and energy that reveals his purposeful movements of strokes in his

works. Inspired by traditional dances of various ethnic groups of the indigenous, Voon exhibited

// \ their diverse dance forms enchantingly on canvas. Emotions are high and movements are
significantly portrayed in the spirit of unity, joy, strength and courage set in multicultural
PE RFORM E R environment. Swift-flowing strokes and vibrant mix of colours are beguiling of Voon's works.
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Culture Beat |, 30.5 x 30.5cm x 2, oil on jute, 2020
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| symbolize the round-shaped drum as
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an amalgamation of the sun and moon. |

usevivid colours with curves, contrasting
backgrounds with harmonizing hues;

however, coordination and collaboration
among the drummers are vital
producing symphony...vibrancy.
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Lion Daces, 80 x 80cm, oil on jute, 2020

, 2020

oil on jute

)

An Abundance of Colours, 152.5 x 152.5cm
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Art Wee

Contemporary Gollery
ME & 2 R HJE

Art WeMe Contemporary Gallery features established and
mid-career international artist. Based in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) with a gallery in Carmel-By-The-Sea (California,
United States) and a consulting office in Singapore.

Art WeMe believes art exploration is an amazing journey that is
both personal and engaging. Once embarked, the exciting
journey provides us a boundless media to individualise our
personal value, accomplishment and success. It's our vision to
introduce art that adds great dynamism to various spaces:
personal, home, work, and social. Wether you are just
beginning to buy art or looking to add to your existing
collection, the gallery's exquisite artworks will intrigue your
imagination and interest.

WHEXENEBUNBMERBEZELEETHPNBEEBENRAEBG®,
MEANZER (ERAEE) , £ Carmel-By-The-Sea
(ZEEMAMEBEEMN) KEE=M, EMNRKREBZLAPLE,
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C ARTSY ) (WEBSITE) (FACEBOOK) (INSTAGRAM)

ART WEME CONTEMPORARY GALLERY

MALAYSIA

Lot 2.100.00 & 2.101.00
166 Jalan Bukit Bintang,

Art WeMe Pavilion Elite,

Contemporary Gallery 55100 Kuala Lumpur

ME & 27K 1] JBR
Operation Hours
Daily from 10am - 9pm

Including weekends and public holidays

Ry +6 (03) 2110 6822

<] www.info@artweme.com




